
 

Navel-gazing workshop: Problematizing critical scholarship 

With:  Prof. Mats Börjesson, Department of Child and Youth Studies, Stockholm University 

When:  21st of March, 13:00 - 17:00, followed by drinks  

Where: (Details TBA) 

Welcome to the third navel-gazing workshop arranged by the Department of Industrial Engineering and 
Management and the Department of Business Studies at Uppsala University. This workshop addresses the 
current status of critical theories and their effects. There exist many different ways of applying and 
advancing critical theory, where it sometimes is unclear whereto such research endeavours lead. The 
purpose is thus to problematize critical scholarship to further explore the possibilities to go beyond it. We 
will first discuss the genealogy of critique and the general claim that we live in depoliticized times in the 
post-political condition. We will thereafter interrogate critical perspectives in relation to entrepreneurship, 
sustainability and activism. Those participants who wish so can also contribute to the discussions with their 
own perspective on critical research, be it within critical management and organisation studies or some 
other field.  

Mats Börjesson, Professor at Department of Child and Youth studies, Stockholm University, will give his 
view of the broad strokes of critical perspectives, with expertise in methods and social theory. Börjesson 
has published books in the perimeter of the topic, for example ‘Diskurser och konstruktioner - en slags 
metodbok’, ‘Diskursanalys i praktiken’ (Börjesson & Palmblad) as well as the series ‘BeGreppbart’ 
(Börjesson & Rehn). Jenny Helin and Annika Skoglund will in discussion with Börjesson exemplify front-line 
methods that can take scholars beyond a mainstreaming of critical theory.  

Program:  
13:00 – 14:40 Genealogy of critical perspectives 
15:00 – 16:00 Methods and theories beyond mainstream critical theory 
16:00 – 17:00 Discussion and voluntary presentation of critical perspectives by participants 
 
Voluntary reading list:  
Butler J. (1997). Excitable speech: A politics of the performative, London/New York: Routledge 
Curtis,R. (2014) Foucault beyond Fairclough: From Transcendental to Immanent Critique in Organization 
Studies. Organization Studies, 35, 12: 1753-1772. 
Folkers A. (2016). Daring the Truth: Foucault, Parrhesia and the Genealogy of Critique. Theory, Culture & 
Society, 33: 3–28. 
Foucault M. (1984/1997), What is Enlightenment. In: Rabinow P (ed) Michel Foucault, Ethics subjectivity 
and truth, essential works of Michel Foucault 1954-1984, New York: The New Press. 
Reid J. (2011) The Vulnerable Subject of Liberal War. South Atlantic Quarterly 110: 770-779. 
Swyngedouw E. (2010). Apocalypse Forever? Post-political Populism and the Spectre of Climate Change. 
Theory, Culture & Society, 27: 213–232. 
 
Please confirm your participation by sending an e-mail to Annika Skoglund at 
annika.skoglund@angstrom.uu.se or Jenny Helin at jenny.helin@fek.uu.se latest 1:st of March, so that we 
can book a room which allows all interested participants to join. 
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